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that he claimed to be a Prophet, if 
the divinity of the injunction is dis- 
carded, the latter supposition must 
also be discarded, for bypocritical as- 
sumption would be immediately re- 
cognized. It could only be, then, if 
he did not speak by divine —— 
that as a claimant for prophetic honors 
he feared the influence which the re- 
probated class could secure. Yet this 
will scarcely bear investigation either, 
seeing that the old Prophets did not 
court popular favor, and their utter- 
ances were generally of the most un- 

table character. We are compelled 
to the opinion that Isaiah was sincere 
and honest, and that he believed, or 
knew, that he spoke by divine power 
when he pointed out what he esteemed 
a superior way for the living to hear 
from the dead. 

Mr. Foster does not come under the 
designation of wizards that peep and 
mutter.” He neither uses a ‘peep 
stone” nor mutters incantations. He 
divides no fowls to.divine by their en- 
trails, nor does he prognosticate by the 


flight of arrows, as waa an ancient cus- . 
tom. He even discards the theory of 
dio“ force in his case, does not claim 


any extra degree of magnetic power, 


and makes no assumption of mesmeric, | - 


nor electro-biologial, infinence. He 
| if we understand aright, to 
have familiar spirits —or in other 
and easier ‘words—to 
be familisr wi 
of who? He says of deceased persons 
—even, we believe, those of just 
men made 3 Eider Miles 
Grant, the Second Adventist, says 
4¢demons.” Here is where philosoph 
steps in and makes a claim to be heard. 
"The Scriptures have very uns 
ingly denounced the dealing with “‘fa- 
aniling spirits ;” but this is an age in 
which the Scriptures, like the Consti- 


‘tution of the United States, are re- | 


3 and venerated only so long as‘ 
they do not interfere with individual 
whims, views, or desires. Assuming 


nicate with the spirits of deceased per- 
sons ; and assuming, also, the view 


ight of every person to have such 
revelation elahiongh: by the by, he 


intimated that the writer of this article | ohalle 


spirits. The spirits 


wsible for men to oommu- 


lieve—one or two questions naturally 
arise. In ten thousand sittings we 
doubt if he fails fifty times to say that 
the spirits sought for, are present. The 
party having the seance writes any 
names, of deceased persons, no mat- 
ter who they are, and those spirits 
are presumed to be ready to respond. 
Does Mr. Foster travel with an at- 
tendant host of all the spirits that can 
or may be called fer And if so, 
how would it be if all the natural me- 
diums ‘who can and those who may 
were to be exercising their powers at 
the same time, and calling for the 
same spirits? This looks as if it 
would be somewhat onerous on the 
spirits, and indicates that if they have 
to be thus hurried about from place 
to place—for the contingency is nei- 
ther improbable nor impossible—their 
might certainly be much improv 
or they are remarkably fond of loco- 
motion. 

The gentleman says that the phe- 
nomena are measurably incompre- 
hensible to himself. And in so saying 
he admits that he does not know 
whether the spirits are what they 
>: aad themselves to be or not.— 
They tell such remarkable facts,” it 
is, however, urged; facts which sit- 
ters at 80 ; fing | 
grown-up people can tell startli 
thing’ from an enlarged experience, to 
children, who are amazed at the won- 
derful things they thus hear. And so, 
if an influence or te hig or a demon 
as Elder Grant mildly calls them, 
should undertake to communicate to 
us, it is assumed that we must believe 


that spirit to be what it represents; or 


what the medium represents it to be, 
without any further proof than that 


known to anybody but ourselves and 
the to be represented 
in the ‘spirit world! “ ces 
slips of paper, upon which names 


| have been written, and without open- 


ing them he reads off the names, in- 
troduces the alleged spirits and gets 
ap & conversation. We believe he is 
and he thinks 

tring something important on the 
world by calling this revelation, and 
challenging tests and admiration. 
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believe in revelations“ of this class 
as it was once unpopular to avow a be- 
lief in any kind of modern revelations. 

Then ‘ 
spiritism o signs,” and courts an 
investigation of them. 

Mr. Fosters revelations,” he 
dolaima, are directly from the ‘spirits 
of . d persons. How well in- 
formed spirits may be he does 
not say ; and we doubt if he pretends 
to vouch for their truthfulness at all 
ä The theory of spiritism is, 


times. 
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henomena of psychomanoy or electro- 
biology ? We 6 reject the idea that he 
is a humbug, and the thought of trick- 


ery, believing the man to be honest in 


his actions. But we fail to see how 


| mankind is to be bettered by the exer- 


cise of his powers. There are reasons 
afforded by his seances to reject the 
theory of psychoman — divination 

by spirits of the dead; and there are 
manifestations which eleotro- biology 


do not fully explain. As the result of 


an hour's careful and close watching 


of him, we are of the opinion that the 
phenomena is produced in part by 
electro-biology, and ‘in part by the 
operations of unseen influences that 
are not the spirits of the dead persons 
they pretend to represent. Eren ac- 
cepting as correct the idea, which we 


dispute, that they are the spirits of 


dece persons, we do not see any- 
thing gained by their communication 
—not even a confidence in immortality. 
It would only prove an existence after 
this life ends, without any clue to how 
long that existenee may continue. And 
there is nothing, so far as we can see, 
claimed for such communications, ex- 
cept, perhaps, the idea of one being 
surrounded by his —— whom he 
© were 
cabined an 
8 is not 3 
ually as plain! in &. Bible and much 
iner by modern revelations, to the 
satisfaction of those who believe them. 
With this hasty review, which is 
imperfect, because so brief, 
we dismiss the subject and return to 
chronicling the more palpable occur- 
rences around us of interest to the 
—Salt Lake Herald. 
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operations as hitherto, and that Coir, establishment shall be dissolved by the 
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"TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1878. 


‘SEASON: ABLE lor. —FORMIN G ‘RESOLUTIONS. 
— — 


By the time this of the MILLENNIAL Sran—the one 


Volume XXXV—is in the hands of our subscribers, another year will have. 
rolled into existenoe. Now that the year eighteen hundred and ‘seventy-three- 
has almost! passed by,’ and we are on the verge of its successor, ‘it might not be 


inappropriate to direct a few friendly words to our brethren and sisters in this, 
Mission. In the first place, we heartily wish our readers and, the Saints, 


generally, a Happy New. Year,-and a multiplied degree of the Holy Spirit to- 


guide their steps jn every undertaking which another year may involve, and: 
in striving to resist adversity of every kind. © 


In looking beck, we are prompted to the ‘eomclision that the Aich hes | 


been steadily operating among mankind, by ‘his influence, in view of consum-. 


mating his grand purposes, previous to the. extermination. of the wioked and 5 
ungodly, and the ‘purification..of the earth, as: foretold by Prophets... The 
world may, through ‘its blindness, be unable to perceive the changes that ars | 
being wrought by the: Almighty‘ on the earth, or that many events which are 
at present tranepiring’ in the earth are but the precursors ‘of that period, 
When the Lord Jesus shall be reyealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 


in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Obrist.“ But whether or not the world is 


ignorantly blind or wilfully blind, the lapse of each suooseding year unfolds to 


the minds of those who are prepating theniselves for the blessed advent of the- 


Redeemer, the unmistakable signs of the approach of that day. The ‘signs. 


of the times,” in the form of wars and rumors of war, earthquakes, pestilence, 
famine, disasters by sea and land, &., may be pronounced by the unbelieving | 
and skeptical as being the results only of natural causes, and as having no 
supernatural significance, but to believers in the fulfillment of prophecy, the 
events as ocurringlare none the less indicative of the approach of that great 
and terrible day, and are looked for with no less expectancy by * who 


have identified: themselves with the revealed and everlasting Gospel. | 
The Latter-day Saints, believing as they do in the necessity, of ‘revelation . 
from heaven, the pith of prophéey. and. possessing, by reason of their 


abiding and practical faith, the knowledge of God’s purposes, are, in a widely 
different position before Him than is ihe rest of mankind. They are cognizant - 


of the operations of God, and regard these past and present events as the fore- 


warnings of the coming great day, while the world is oblivious to them, and, 
consequently, in condition to be overtaken by the judgmerits of God. The 


9 however, in consequence of their possessing these acquired and supe- 
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rior advantages over the latter. are held to a higher accountability, and if 
neglectful of the deliverance vouchsafed to them, are liable to more extreme 
- punishment than those are who do not possess like knowledge and advantages. 
For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required ;” and 
from the Latter-day Saints—to whom are given the revelations of God through 
his Prophets and Apostles—is required the constant performance of all duties 
dévolving upon them by reason of their knowledge and attainments. 

We are gratified, as we have remarked heretofore, with the diligence 
exercised by most of the Saints in this Mission, —with their integrity to the 
Cause which they have espoused, even while in the midst of adversity and 
trials, and when clouds have momentarily gathered over the Church,—with the 
many evidences of their undiminished attachment to the principles of the 
Gospel, betokened by their acts of obedience and self-sacrifice. But the Work 
of God involves upon all engaged therein, the necessity of continued perse- 
veranoe, in order that they might stand. justified before Him, and that they 
may gain the prize. they have set out for, even that of eternal life. Our pro- 
crastination—delaying until to-morrow or next year what is our duty to per- 
form to-day—interferes at least with our own progress in the knowledge and 
glory of God, if it does not, to some extent, retard the progress of the Work. 

With c new year, it is usual with some well - disposed persons to form 
resolutions of one kind or other, to abandon evil practices, or habits, renew 
their pledges and otherwise amend their lives. Now, though deeming it at all 
times proper to never defer the formation of good resolutions, whether it be 
in the beginning of the new year, or in the middle or end of the old one, we 
think it might be at this time suitable to suggest to every Latter-day Saint, 
that at the commencement of the approaching new year, they should form the 


very excellent resolution of living their religion with greater zeal and devotion © 
than they have done in the past. We do not imagine that we should be able 
to find any one person who has lived in so exemplary and faultless a manner 


in the past, that he cannot now see where he could have done better. It 


might be that he has Ifved as correctly as he could do with the light and 


knowledge he then possessed ; but with ihe: judgment of maturer years and 


the advantage.of riper experience, he can now perceive in what way he may 


improve his future life, how to devote himself with more earnestness to his 


own advancement in the Cause of Truth, and where he may apply himself with 
greater profit to the Work of God. 


By their adoption into the Church of Jesus Christ, the Latter- day Saints 


assume many duties and responsibilities; and, unlike the systems of men, the 
Gospel unfolds to the minds of those who have identified theindelves with it, 

a constantly increasing code of statutes and laws which, through the source of 

revelation, “be Work from the Fountain of all If we would pro- 


alted to that « of our Father dwells, we must 
shall never be able to 
attain to. re — ot of exaltation by putting off till next year, atthe year after, 


Ww 

we may b to the celestial glory, it requires all our time, talents 
and} 98 to secure the prize. Our moments and abilities are far more pre- 
cious than we er nite Wik on their wise and judieious expenditure 
rest. our hopes of eter 


life., ich the incoming new. year, therefore, let 
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every man, woman and child, of understanding and accountability, who are 
numbered with the people of God, in these lands, aim to devote their future 
and brief existence to the attainment of this grand object. Such as have done 
no more than having simply believed in the Gospel when it was presented to them, 
and been baptized and admitted into fellowship with the Church, five, ten, 
twenty.or thirty years ago, and not having added to their first works the per- 
formance of more advanced duties, through their own. perverseness, are no | 
nearer to the attainment of eternal life than they were at the period of their 
adoption into the Church, or than even they are who have but recently become 
associated with the Work. Their position is stationary, if not retrograding, 
80 long as they have failed to go on unto perfection,” and not having lived 
‘* by eyery.word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Such individuals 
may talk about the ‘‘ mysteries of the kingdom,” or of the destiny which 
awaits the righteous, or of the glories of eternity; and contemplate with 
rapture the bliss of mingling with Jehovah and Jesus, and the ancient worthies 
who have suffered martyrdom for the sake of the everlasting Gospel; but the 
„ mysteries of the kingdom” they never will be able to fathom, neither will 
they ever gain the blissful privilege of mingling in the society they converse, 
or talk, so much about, unless they obey the commandments of Jehovah and 
Jesus, and perform the duties’ devolving upon them; the contemplation of 
such happiness will alone be their share. It is as essential for those who have 
become members of the Church to perform all practical duties, and to obey 
all the ordinances of the Gospel as they may be revealed through the servants 
of God, that they may obtain salvation, as it was for them, in the first place, to 


believe in the Gospel, repent of their sins and be baptized in order to be ad- 


mitted into the Church. It is the height of inconsistency to expect that when 


only performing our duties in part, we shall receive the reward of celestial glory 


in full; but, on the contrary, it is only reasonable to hope for that sternal 


_ happiness so long as we continue doing, and living up to every tempcral and 


spiritual duty. age 

Soon the season of Gathering will be upon us. How many of the Saints are 
now making the necessary preparations for their departure from Babylon in 
accordance with the commandment of God? Some, we know, are doing the 
best they can to accomplish their deliverance, but there are others, we regret 
to say, who are as far from doing so as they were five, ten, twenty and, in some 
cases, thirty years ago. The Lord will help the fo mep, but the latter must 
help themselves, before he will vouchsafe to them any aid. Now is the time 
for such as have neglected this important duty in the past, to form resolutions 


of doing in the future the best they can, and, after their resolutions are formed, 


to labor with all their powers and abilities to accomplish this purpose. There 
is no better time than the present to beyin to adopt the practice of this prin- 
ciple. The longer the Latter-day Saints who are dwelling in the midst of 
Babylon, disobey this as well as all other commandments of God, the greater 
will be their condemnation and loss,—their faith in the Work will be lessened, 
until they are as spiritless, and as regardless of the operations of the Almighty, 
as those are who are without the knowledge of the er | — 


En Route rok Avustratia.—Elders A. B. Taylor and William Geddes left 
us, —the first named on Monday, the 22nd inst., and the latter on Wednesday, 
the 24th inst, —for London, from which port they have arranged to sail for 
Australia, per steamship Oyphrenes, on the 7th of January next. Elder 
‘Geddes, since his arrival in this country from Utah, on the 12th alt., has been 
visiting his kindred and the Branches in the Glasgow Conference. We have - 
recently appointed him to the Presidency of the Australian Mission, to engage 
in the duties of which he is now on his way to that distant country. Elder 
Taylor has since his arrival in England, on the 26th of May last, been labor- 
ing in the Nottingham Conference, from which, field of labor he has been called 


‘to go to Australis, to labor under the direction of Elder Geddes. We wish 
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these brethren God speed, and the constant protection and blessing of Him on 
whose service they have left their homes, families and the dear associations of 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
0 


Lezps Conrerence.—Elder James Bywater, in a letter to us, dated 22nd 
inst., says,—‘* Last week I visited my relations and friends at Keighley and 
Silsden; preached to them and left my testimony with them. Held meeting 


on Thursday night in Bradford, and yesterday held two meetings at Kirkham- 
gate, in the Wakefield Branch; received encouraging reports from other dis- 


tricts, to the effect that the Saints were more enérgetic in their duties, and that 


they were realizing more sensibly the necessity of reducing to practice the prin- 


ciples of the Gospel. At these meetings, several baptisms were reported, and 
I learied that there were several persons earnestly inquiring after our doctrines. 
Tithing, economy, Sabbath schools, Word of Wisdom, labors of the lesser 
Priesthood, and missionary labors are subjects which are receiving attention. I 
found my parents, brother and sisters still in the land of the living, all of whom 


I left in 1848. They received me with great kindness; and scores of my old 


acquaintances have taken me kindly by the hand. I have been able to dis- 
abuse their minds of many prejudices which they entertained through evil 
reports concerning our community.“ 


UTAH NEWS. 
From the Deseret News:— 


Presidents Brigham Young and George A. Smith left on the morning of -Nov. 
28th, on a visit to St. George, where they will probably spend the severest. of 
the winter months. : | 

Mr. Groesbeck has been fortunate in getting the roof on his large new 
building, the Wasatch Hotel, before the setting in of stormy weather. 


We are informed that coal has been discovered in American Fork Cajon, 
about 15 miles from the settlement of that name. 


Mr. D. H. Peery has been metamorphosing the Weber Mills, having imported 
a large amount of milling machinery, including all the latest and best improve- 
ments adopted by eastern mills. When the improvements and alterations are 
-complete, his mills will be surpassed by but few in the country. 


Sexton’s report for November. Males 18, females 22—of these adults 24, 
children 16. Causes of death as reported—fevers 9, consumption 4, brain 
disease 4, fits 3, lung complaints 3, diptheria 3, killed accidentally 3, teething 
2, croup 1, cancer 1, erysipelas 1, convulsions 1, heart disease 1, paralysis 1, 
not reported 3,—total interments 40. | | 

David Adamson, jun., of American Fork, has had one of his hands acci- 
dentally shattered to pieces by the bursting of the barrel of a gun, which he 
was holding at the time. The young man was brought to this city by his father, 
and the shattered hand was amputated by Dr. J. M. Benedict. 

Yesterday (Dec. 2nd) the hands who had been employed in quarrying rock 


for the Temple, in Big Cottonwood, came into town, having been obliged to 
suspend their labors on account of the severity of the weather. This work will 


not be resumed.till next season. A very large amonnt of rock has been taken 


out during the past six months, the average quantity delivered at the Temple 
Block being from three to four car loads a day. 
„Old Charley,” formerly a servant in the family of Hon. W. H. Hooper, died 
a few days ago in Galena, at the age of over one hundred years. 
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